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EDITOR’S COMMENT
If a week is a long time in politics, a whole year
must feel like a lifetime. It is one year since the
‘new’ Government came to power, but report cards
and placards have been out en masse for both
coalition parties lately.
The most recent public demonstration to hit
the streets of the capital saw up to 1,000 protestors
march from O’Connell Street to Dáil Éireann.
People from all corners of Ireland were in town to
protest over a wide range of austerity measures from
schools closures, septic tanks legislation to health
service cuts, as additional charges for services and
the users hit home.
Those who have to cough up are simply asking
where will the monies go? Could more funding
be returned to local level services, where the feepaying public could see more direct investment in
their local communities? Bear in mind that all this is
before we even know the outcome of the voluntary
registration for the household charge/property tax.
In his recent address to the AMAI Spring
Seminar, featured in this issue of ‘Council Review’,
Environment Minister Phil Hogan maintained that
local government needs to go beyond performance
issues and justify its very existence. There will be
a further widening of the role of local government
including economic development and enterprise
support, particularly in the wake of the abolition of
County Enterprise Boards.
However, can local government thrive if central
powers are mired in economic woe? Are reforms
at local level likely to be in the shape of further
cutbacks? Financing local government from the
central tax take and user charges requires a delicate
balance.
Is the new administration getting this balance
right? After only a year at the helm, it will take
time to right the wrongs, but is such stringent local
government reform really the answer in the long
run? Clearly ‘Joe Public’ doesn’t think so!
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IRISH WATER AUTHORITY

With water and drainage services due to be taken away
from local government and put under the charge of a new
national agency, the man at the centre of the changes, Tom
Leahy, Executive Manager with Dublin City Council, has the
details.
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Laura Burke, the new director general of the Environmental
Protection Agency (EPA) is facing challenging times ahead
as the agency’s role expands while budgets remain tight.
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Toilet protests outside the Dáil and potty-mouthed speeches
from deputies inside the chamber are all zoning in on
an unwelcome increase in septic tank legislation and
inspections.
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Can locally raised tax and control over its distribution
provide more answerability and how would Dublin cope
with a redistribution of local funding? ‘ Council Review’
investigates the journey towards local government reform
and fairer financing.
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Dr Seán O’Riordáin, chairman of the Public Policy Advisors
Network, looks at the implications of revised policies for
ongoing local government reform.
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In light of the Lonely Planet Guide’s description of Leitrim as
a “well kept secret” in 2010, county manager Jackie Maguire
is now leading a number of ambitious tourism development
plans for the county.
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SEAI ENERGY SHOW

The Energy Show 2012 on 28 and 29 March in Dublin’s RDS
will introduce a new Smart Energy Solutions Partnering
Event.

58

MUSIC GENERATION

63

AMAI SPRING SEMINAR

Jackie Maguire
Page 44

Music education partnerships in Laois, Cork City and
Wicklow have received funding to the tune of €1.7 million,
as part of the second round of Music Generation that gives
children and young people access to vocal and instrumental
tuition.
Phil Hogan, Minister for Environment, Community and Local
Government, outlined the main components for the reform
programme at the recent AMAI Spring Seminar.
Minister Phil Hogan
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Improved project planning, time-management and effective worker safety
solutions are some of the key areas being addressed by Tetra Ireland’s
new communications technology for local authority emergency planning
groups.
With Limerick Regeneration back on track, Brendan Kenny, CEO of
Limerick Regeneration Agencies, outlines the plans and progress to date.
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The iconic Peace Bridge in Derry, designed to link both banks of the River
Foyle, was the overall winner at the IPI National Planning Awards 2012 in
February.
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The SEAI is calling for innovative entries for the ninth annual all-island
Sustainable Energy Awards before the closing date on Friday 8 June, with
the overall winners to be announced later in the year in Dublin.
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DUBLINKED RESEARCH

Methods to make our cities better places in which to live and work are
being investigated by Dublin’s four local authorities in association with
NUI Maynooth and IBM Research.
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With a new national water authority due to come on stream, ‘Council
Review’ checks in with a cross-section of county councils to see what
water schemes and developments are in the pipeline in South Dublin,
Wicklow, Cork and Meath.
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GLOBAL CLEANTECH AWARDS

An tSli Ghlas (The Green Way) is a viable cleantech cluster with
international connections since its launch in late 2010. Steering group
member DCU’s Dr Declan Raftery outlines the importance of forming
these strong partnerships for Ireland.
Kildare-based Imperative Energy was named the best firm in bio-fuels at
the Global Cleantech Cluster Association Awards 2011, after beating major
competition from 4,000 businesses to win the award last November.
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127 SOCIAL HOUSING

With NAMA planning to release 2,000 properties within its portfolio
to social housing this year, ‘Council Review’ looks at how some local
authorities are being proactive in implementing national strategies and
new initiatives to deliver social housing supports, for example, in South
Dublin, Carlow and South Tipperary.

137 ENGINEERS EXCELLENCE
AWARDS

Social Housing
Page 127

One way to emphasise the role that engineers play in society is through
the annual Excellence Awards, according to PJ Rudden, President of
Engineers Ireland, who presented the 2011 awards in Dublin last November.
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145 MONAGHAN TOWN COUNCIL

Monaghan Town Council’s Cathaoirleach David Maxwell is calling on the
people of the town and county to celebrate the 175th anniversary of the
council’s varied history.
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Waterford and Cavan were named the top City and County Councils in
Ireland for 2011, with Dundalk Town Council taking the honours for the
Town/Borough Council, at the 8th Annual Excellence in Local Government
Awards last November.
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