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In the ten-year period between 2006 and 2015, 526 people were killed in work-related accidents in
Ireland, while many thousands more were severely injured. Last year alone, 56 people lost their lives.
And so, the HSA, ICTU, IBEC and the Construction Industry Federation are asking all employers and
employees to mark and support this year’s Workers’ Memorial Day on Thursday 28 April, in whatever
MESSAGE IN A BOTTLE
way they can.
WORKPLACE DISPUTES
This landmark day will be an important date nationally and internationally to remember people killed
CALLS FOR ALCOHOL WRC CHIEF CITES NEED TO
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POLICIES IN WORKPLACE
or injured in work-related accidents. The HSA has outlined a number of initiatives for organisations to
consider in creating greater awareness of the day.
These include using the official national Workers’ Memorial Day Ireland logo on their website, social
media presence, presentations, email signatures, displays and in the workplaces. The Authority also
suggests running in-house training sessions or toolbox talks.
Meanwhile at an international level, the focus will be on strong laws, strong enforcement and strong
unions.
UNISON – one of the UK’s largest trade unions, with 1.3 million members – is urging its members to use the day to reinvigorate
the campaign for better health and safety or to discuss a workplace health and safety concern with members, non-members and the
employer.
According to a spokesperson for the public sector union, many UNISON branches have successfully organised and recruited around
local health and safety concerns.
The next issue of ‘Health & Safety Times’ will review the range of activities which were held nationwide by both employer bodies and
trade unions alike.
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