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As 2013 marks the 50th anniversary of the National Irish Safety Organisation, the voluntary organisation has
been to the forefront of many developments in health and safety across all workplace sectors in Ireland over
the last five decades.
The Factories Act 1955 was only one of a few pieces of safety legislation yet enforcement was not a priority
for most businesses. It was more of a moral feeling than prescriptive legislation in place at the time.
NISO’s establishment was 26 years ahead of the first piece of major legislation in this country – the Safety,
Health and Welfare at Work Act 1989 – and laid the groundwork for safer conditions for Ireland’s workforce.
It continues that work today with the social partners such as the Health and Safety Authority, the Construction
Industry Federation, Teagasc, and trade unions such as SIPTU and ICTU.
When the 1989 Act was passed by Bertie Ahern, who was Minister for Labour Affairs at the time, NISO’s profile
was given a great level of exposure.
To this day, the ethos of this voluntary organisation remains the same. Its membership is broad and varied, and
ranges from employees on the shop floor to corporate members from the small, medium to large companies.
With no vested interest, it continues to make representations and sends submissions to the Government on
health and safety issues.
Ireland has come a long way over the last 50 years in improving workplace health and safety legislation,, due
in no small part to NISO. Here’s to the next 50 years of impartial representation for Ireland’s workforce.
Grace Heneghan
grace@oceanpublishing.ie
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