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EDITOR’S COMMENT
As Editor of ‘Council Review’, I am proud to 
note that this year we celebrate our landmark 
10th anniversary. For the past decade we have 
published this top-class magazine to provide a 
major focus and in-depth analysis of the local 
government sector in Ireland.  
	 The decision to publish ‘Council Review’ 
was taken after our research revealed a 
dearth of top quality Irish local government 
magazines on the market. Since the first 
issue was published in May 2003, we have 
consistently continued to provide a vital 
communications platform for city, county and 
town councillors, local authority management 
personnel, in addition to state and semi-state 
agencies. 
	 There have certainly been some major 
changes in the local government sector in 
Ireland over the past decade, and none more 
so than the latest offering from Phil Hogan’s 
department. 
	 The Local Government Reform document 
entitled ‘Putting People First’ has been 
cautiously greeted across the board, and 
whilst these cost-cutting measures are due to 
be implemented before the Local Elections 
2014, one wonders if this is the reform that 
Ireland needs right now. 
	 As reported in this issue of ‘Council 
Review’ some of the measures are already 
in place with the merger of Limerick County 
and City Councils, to be followed by the 
downsizing of other local authorities such as 
Tipperary. 
	 However, is this another knee-jerk reaction 
by a government that promised so much to get 
this country back on track when it came into 
power in February 2011? 
	 This reform document will be central 
to a debate by councillors at this year’s 
ACCC Conference in Waterford on 8 March. 
A councillor’s view of the implications of 
‘Putting People First’ will be presented by Cllrs 
Constance Hanniffy (Offaly), Padraig McNally 
(Monaghan) and Michael O’Brien (Kilkenny) 
of the ACCC Change Advisory Team.
	 The next issue of ‘Council Review’ will 
feature a full report on the ACCC conference 
proceedings.

Grace Heneghan

Editor

grace@oceanpublishing.ie
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A real debate on the forthcoming property tax is needed, claims Dermot Lacey, 
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refinements to the new tax.
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Athlone’s Luan Gallery is one of a number of cultural developments by Athlone 
Town Council as part of its continuing investment in arts and heritage projects.


