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EUROPEAN REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT FUND 

ERDF SUPPORTS LOCAL AUTHORITIES 
TO SUPPORT THEIR COMMUNITIES 

The European Regional Development Fund 
has been a steady source of support for 
communities across the Irish regions for 
decades and the benefits can be seen 
through sustainable urban development 
projects delivered by local authorities 
across the country. 

T  his year marks 50 years since the Irish people voted 
overwhelmingly to join what is now the European Union 
(EU). Ireland’s EU membership has since played a pivotal 
role in the country’s social and economic transformation. 

      The European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) aims to 
strengthen economic, social and territorial cohesion by correcting 
the imbalances between its regions. 
      Since 2000, ERDF support has been managed through two 
regional programmes, respectively by the Southern Regional 
Assembly and the Northern and Western Regional Assembly. The 
Regional Assemblies are currently leading the delivery of the ERDF 
under the 2014-20 round while also preparing for the new supports 
under the 2021-27 period. 

REWARDS OF ERDF SUPPORT
During the 2014-20 period, the 
ERDF Regional Programmes 
supported activities in the Irish 
regions with approximately €620m 
for the Southern & Eastern (S&E) 
region and €321m for the Border, 
Midland and Western (BMW) 
region. 
      Aside from sustainable urban 
development projects, the Irish 
ERDF regional programmes 
complemented national policy 
efforts in key areas of research 
and innovation, small business 
supports, energy efficiency in 
housing, and response to the 
coronavirus. 
      While these programmes are 
winding down, they leave behind 
them footprints of support which 
has benefitted the Irish regions in 
so many tangible ways.

SUSTAINABLE URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
Through sustainable urban development projects, the ERDF has 
been helping communities across Ireland to grow sustainably and 
enhancing quality of life.
      In Shannon, Co Clare, Shannon Town Park was co-funded under 
the ERDF S&E Regional Programme 2014-20, which is managed by 
the Southern Regional Assembly.
      According to Liam Conneally, Director of Service, Economic 
Development Directorate at Clare County Council, “We identified 
a significant deficit in terms of recreation for the town residents, in 
terms of a town park. While the Shannon Estuary was there and 
people were doing embankment walks, there was nothing in the 
town centre that would allow people to enjoy the area’s amenities. 
We set about putting in a town park, costing €1.5m in total.”
      The park caters for all ages of the community and includes picnic 
areas, lighting, signage, a natural water feature, new native woodland 
planting and a striking band stand. For the more adventurous, there is 
an adventure play area and cycle pump track – the first of its kind in 
the region.
      “The park brings the community together, with the band stand a 
focal point, having been used for festivals and performances by local 
and visiting artists and musicians. The overall response to the park 
has been very positive. We believe it has brought a new lease of life 
to the town,” Conneally noted.

IRELAND’S ECONOMIC SUCCESS 
He added that the ERDF played a huge part in bringing Shannon 
Town Park to life. “We cannot underestimate the value of the ERDF 
and the EU. Anybody looking at the development of Ireland will 
see the EU logos on different national assets, such as the motorway 

The Shannon Town Park in Co. Clare was co-funded under the ERDF S&E Regional Programme 2014-20, 
which is managed by the Southern Regional Assembly.
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system or various public amenity areas of the country. 
      “The funding tackles regional disparities. Certainly, 
from an economic prosperity perspective, it has 
contributed handsomely to economic success in Ireland, 
and the success that we have as a country today.”
      Another such project is the development of the Joe 
Bonner Link Road in Letterkenny, Co. Donegal. Rob 
Connolly, Assistant Engineer of Road Design at Donegal 
County Council, said that the Joe Bonner Link Road 
was constructed by Donegal County Council to support 
sustainable mobility initiatives. 
      “It does so by improving pedestrian and cycle access 
in the Letterkenny Town environs, while also enabling the 
development of amenities on lands located within the 
Letterkenny Town Centre boundary.
      “The works involved upgrading 183m of the existing 
Joe Bonner Road section. This provides access to the 
Port Link Business Park, with a new 238m alignment 
section constructed to provide a link between the Neil T 
Blaney Road (R250) and the Port Road (R229).”

NEW LINK ROAD ALIGNMENTS
The works also allowed for two access roads to lands 
adjacent to the new link road alignment. “Access Road 
1 is located to the southeast of the new road alignment and provides 
new access/egress to Letterkenny Public Services Centre and any 
future developments on the adjacent site. Access Road 2 is located 
to the west of the new road alignment and will provide access to 
development lands in this area.”
      The project was co-financed under the ERDF, co-funded by the 
BMW Regional Programme 2014-20 and managed by the Northern & 
Western Regional Assembly (NWRA) and Donegal County Council.
      “The project funding allocation was €1.5m, with a commitment 
from Donegal County Council to match those funds. The 
commitment from the ERDF was a catalyst in project progression to 
construction,” Rob Connolly pointed out.
      He said that this EU funding is vital, as it supports sustainable 
urban development through strategies that tackle the economic, 
environmental, climate, demographic and social challenges affecting 
urban areas.
      Donegal’s Assistant Road Design Engineer also noted that road 
mutually serves several existing businesses who had previously 
reported issues with retaining access to their premises. “The road 
serves to promote both future and current business in the locality, 
to leverage additional private investment whilst enhancing social 
infrastructure of the town.
      “It is perceived that the road will significantly reduce traffic 
congestion adjacent to the town centre. It will be widely used by 
pedestrians and cyclists and on a strategic level and will form a 
key link in the town centre and to works that are currently being 
progressed.”

RINGING IN NEW ERDF SUPPORTS
Capitalising on the successes of the 2014-20 round of support, a new 
set of ERDF supports will be rolled out across the Irish regions during 
2021-27 through renamed programmes to align with the restructuring 
of the regions in recent years. 
      The programmes will be known as the Southern, Eastern & 
Midland (SEM) Regional Programme, managed by the Southern 
Regional Assembly (SRA) with close input from the Eastern & Midland 
Regional Assembly (EMRA) and the Northern & Western (N&W) 

The Joe Bonner Link Road in Letterkenny, Co. Donegal was constructed by Donegal 
County Council to support sustainable mobility initiatives

Regional Programme, managed by the Northern and Western 
Regional Assembly (NRWA). 
      The new programmes aim to contribute to the delivery of 
approximately €830m to support balanced regional development 
by co-funding investment under EU policy objectives of a more 
competitive and smarter Europe, a greener, low-carbon transitioning 
towards a net zero carbon economy and resilient Europe, and a 
Europe closer to citizens by fostering sustainable and integrated 
development.
      The programmes will also align with and deliver national and 
regional objectives under ‘Project Ireland 2040: The National 
Planning Framework’ and the Regional Spatial and Economic 
Strategies for each of the three Irish regions – Northern & Western, 
Southern, Eastern & Midland.
      The two programmes have been submitted to the European 
Commission for approval following approval by the Irish Government 
at the July cabinet meeting.

For further information on the ERDF Regional Programmes visit:
Southern Regional Assembly: 
www.southernassembly.ie/eu-programmes

Northern & Western Regional Assembly: www.nwra.ie


