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The Excellence in Local Government Awards are annually 
held in conjunction with the Department of Housing, Local 
Government and Heritage to showcase and reward best 
practice in local government. 

      The awards recognise skills, hard work, innovation and enthusiasm  
within local government that can often go unrecognised. Now in 
their 19th year, the awards were presented at a ceremony in the 
Crowne Plaza Hotel, Santry, Dublin, on Thursday 24 November 
2022.
      Clare County Council won the overall ‘Local Authority of the 
Year’ Award for its commitment to serving the community and for 
raising the area’s profile nationally as a stand-out destination. The 
Council also won two category awards for the following initiatives:

• Festival of the Year – Ennis Mela Festival, which saw over 50 
performers from countries worldwide perform alongside local 
diverse communities from Clare in March.

• Sustaining the Arts – House! Open Air Aerial Dance Spectacle 
with Fidget Feet, a dance spectacle commissioned by the 
Council which premiered in Ennis in April.

Cllr Tony O’Brien, Cathaoirleach of Clare County Council, said 
that being named Local Authority of the Year is a real honour. 
“Winning the best Local Authority in Ireland in 2022 is an 
acknowledgement of the commitment and hard work of the staff 
and elected members of Clare County Council, who work in 
partnership to serve the people of Clare. I would like to commend 
everyone involved in achieving this prestigious award,” he noted.

COLLABORATION IS KEY
Pat Dowling, Chief Executive of Clare County Council, said that 
effective local government necessitates consultation with and 
co-operation of communities, other agencies, Government 
departments and voluntary associations. 
      “As a progressive local authority our purpose and vision is to 
be responsive and agile while leading the development of our 
county,” Mr Dowling said. “Engagement and collaboration is 
fundamental to the work of Clare County Council, and I would 
like to acknowledge the valuable input and participation of our 
communities, partners and stakeholders across the range of our 
initiatives and activities. 

Championing sustainable tourism locally and globally, Clare County Council ensures 
the protection of unique attractions such as the Cliffs of Moher and the Burren.

Clare County Council was named ‘Local Authority of the Year 2022’ at the Chambers
Ireland Excellence in Local Government Awards, in addition to also picking up awards
as the overall winner in the ‘Festival of the Year’ and ‘Sustaining the Arts’ categories.
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      “The challenges in recent years have been far-reaching and ever-
changing. The Covid-19 pandemic and the conflict in Ukraine have 
had both a global and local impact like nothing that has gone before. 
I would like to commend the staff and elected members of Clare 
County Council for their innovation, adaptability and determination to 
respond to these events and to deliver services with real social impact. 
      “We have a structure in Clare County Council which puts 
sustainable communities at our heart. Our communities will remain 
at the centre of everything we do to ensure our county continues to 
develop as a place to live, work and visit,” added Mr Dowling.

SUSTAINABLE COMMUNITIES AT HEART
The structure in Clare County Council is aligned to four pillars – 
Rural, Economic, Physical and Social Development – which differs 
from the structure of other local authorities.
      Under the Rural Development pillar, the Council has achieved 
its goal of establishing a process of engagement in its Rural 
Development Strategy, allowing the delivery of key projects that 
improve the quality of life, social and economic wellbeing of 
people in County Clare.

     Clare County Council’s Rural Directorate and Rural 
Development Strategy is unique to Clare. The Council 
has enhanced its Municipal District structures with Rural 
Development Officers in place to work closely with the 
communities in each Municipal District. 
      Championing sustainable tourism locally and globally, 
Clare County Council treads carefully to ensure the 
protection of unique attractions such as the Burren and Cliffs 
of Moher while at the same time promoting them to a wider 
audience. 
      The Council is building on the necklace of tourism 
products across the county, including those on the Wild 
Atlantic Way, and is also developing Inis Cealtra in the 
Hidden Heartlands with Fáilte Ireland and Loop Head 
Lighthouse in collaboration with the Commissioner of Irish 
Lights.
      Clare County Council continues to provide resources to 
secure international designation of nine Blue Flag beaches 
and four Green Coast awards.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT
The Council’s Economic Development Directorate prides 
itself on being an enabler and facilitator of economic 
development.  
      Clare County Council is the only local authority in the 
country to be accredited to ISO9001 for its planning process. 
This has led to greater efficiencies and positive feedback 
regarding the Council’s approach to pre-planning. The 
current Clare County Development Plan process involved 
15 public consultations and 30 workshops with elected 
members.
      The Council’s economic goals and aspirations are 
reflected in several key projects, including the Ennis 2040 
Economic and Spatial Strategy, which maps out the future 
development of Ennis with an ambition of becoming 
‘Ireland’s First Climate Adaptive Town’. Furthermore, 2022 
also saw the completion of the Shannon Town Centre 
Masterplan following two years of extensive engagement and 
collaboration. 
      Enterprise development underpins economic 
development and Clare’s Local Enterprise Office has 
consistently been in the top quartile of local authorities 
delivering employment growth nationally. 

Five other Clare projects were shortlisted for an award:

• Age Friendly Initiative – The accreditation of Ennis as 
an Age-Friendly Town. 

• Climate Change – Renewal of site protection and 
conservation infrastructure at Fanore Beach.

• Enhancing the Urban Environment – Ennis Public 
Realm Enhancement: Parnell Street, Laneways and 
Bow-ways. 

• Initiative through Municipal Districts – Shannon In 
Bloom. 

• Promoting Economic Development – Tech Disrupt 4.0.
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Pictured at the Chambers Ireland Excellence in Local Government Awards in November 2022, where Clare County Council was 
named ‘Local Authority of the Year 2022’ were (l-r): Peter Burke TD, then Minister of State with responsibility for Planning and Local 
Government; Anne Haugh, Director of Social Development; Leonard Cleary, Director of Rural Development; Carmel Kirby, Director of 
Physical Development; Cllr Michael Begley, Cathaoirleach, Shannon Municipal District; Fiona Candon, President, Chambers Ireland; 
Pat Dowling, Chief Executive; Cllr Alan O’Callaghan, Cathaoirleach, Killaloe Municipal District; Cllr Tony O’Brien, Cathaoirleach, Clare 
County Council; Cllr Clare Colleran Molloy, Mayor, Ennis Municipal District; Noeleen Fitzgerald, Director of Finance and Support 
Services; Cllr Shane Talty, Cathaoirleach, West Clare Municipal District; and Ian Talbot, Chief Executive, Chambers Ireland.

Effective local government 
necessitates consultation 
with and co-operation 
of communities, other 
agencies, Government 
departments and 
voluntary associations. 
As a progressive local 
authority our purpose 
and vision is to be 
responsive and agile 
while leading the 
development of our 
county 
 
Pat Dowling, Chief Executive  
of Clare County Council

      Clare County Council has an extensive 
physical development portfolio including 
a major river crossing in Killaloe, new road 
and embankments at Shannon, coastal 
protection at Lahinch and an extensive 
network of greenways. 
      Collaboration was taken to another 
new level during Covid-19 with all decisions 
relating to mobility in Ennis town made 
collectively with stakeholders at weekly 
meetings. This sustained visitor numbers 
to the town during the pandemic while 
also changing the mindset around 
pedestrianisation.

SOCIAL DEVLOPMENT 
The Council’s purpose under the Social 
Development pillar is to enhance the 
quality of life for the people of County 
Clare through the provision of appropriate 
housing supports to those in need and 
by enabling and fostering access to 
information, learning, arts, cultural and 
recreational opportunities.
      Clare County Council’s ‘Housing 
for All’ targets 2022-2026, as set by 
the Department of Housing, are being 

“

„
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successfully delivered. The Council 
exceeded its target by 56 units during 2022. 
      Last year also saw the establishment 
of a Community Response Forum by the 
Council to co-ordinate the community-led 
response in the provision of assistance and 
support to Ukrainian nationals as they are 
accommodated in the county. The Forum 
brings together state, private, community 
and voluntary organisations acting at local 
level in response to this emergency.

SPRINGBOARD FOR THE FUTURE 
Having been previously named ‘Local 
Authority of the Year’ in 2018, the latest 
awards success will be a platform for further 
developments in the years ahead, Mr 
Dowling said. 
      “This is a major springboard for us to 
continue developing the work that we’re 
doing, and it gives us recognition within 
the county and within the sector that Clare 
County Council is a serious organisation, 
one that cares about the needs of the 
members of the county, and that we aim 
to be innovative and progressive in 
everything we do. We have big plans for 
the future of Clare, aligned closely with the 
Sustainable Development Goals.”
      Mr Dowling said that some of the plans 
include achieving a vibrant economy across 

Pictured at Áras Contae an Chláir in Ennis with the award for ‘Local Authority of the Year 2022’ was Cathaoirleach of Clare County 
Council, Cllr Tony O’Brien (centre), with council staff members (l-r): Karen Fennessy, Clare Age Friendly Programme Manager; Siobhán 
Mulcahy, Clare County Arts Officer; Dean Malone, Clerical Officer; Pat Griffin, General Operative; Declan Meaney, Local Enterprise 
Office Clare; and Niamh Barrett, Beach Ambassador. 

the county underpinned by a developed 
Shannon-Ennis Economic Corridor; 
improving sustainable access across the 
county; an ongoing investment programme 
in public realm and infrastructure; and 
strengthening communities through the 
delivery of the ‘Housing for All’ plan and 
the implementation of the Council’s climate 

change adaptation strategy and biodiversity 
action plan and the Government’s Climate 
Action Plan. 
      “This work never stops. We are building 
on the foundations of those that came 
before us and are honoured each and every 
day to be able to make a real difference in 
people’s lives,” Mr Dowling added.

Poulnabrone Dolmen (situated on the high Burren limestone plateau) is one of Ireland’s 
most iconic archaeological monuments and is the second-most visited location in the 
Burren, after the Cliffs of Moher. (Pic: Colin Butler)


