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EDITOR’S COMMENT

PRESENTEEISM POSES PROBLEMS

It is now common knowledge that workplace absenteeism is costing the Irish economy in the range of €1.5
billion per annum, according to IBEC’s Employee Absenteeism Report for 2011. However, are there any facts
or figures on presenteeism in Ireland?
Following the cover story on workplace absenteeism in the previous issue of ‘Health & Safety Times’ the
idea to check out the problem of presenteeism was suggested to the Editor.
Our initial investigation into the possible scale of the problem and the cost to the Irish economy revealed
very little by way of concrete information. For example, IBEC claimed that while some research has been
carried on trends in productivity levels, this is somewhat different. In fact, presenteeism is not really an area
that has been researched by the employers’ body.
This does not bode well for the future, because with no signs of an upturn in the economy any time soon,
fewer people are taking sick leave and opting instead to ‘soldier on’ rather than lose out on a day’s pay, but
at what cost to their co-workers?
A director of a Dublin-based motivational wellbeing coaching company claims that presenteeism is becoming a major problem and outlines
the new forms presenting themselves across Irish workplaces today.
However, If other EU countries such as Germany can quantify and analyse the cost of the antithesis of absenteeism, well then why can’t
Ireland follow suit and do the same?
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