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Under the terms of the new Croí Cónaithe (Towns) Fund scheme, first-time 
buyers will get grant aid of up to €30,000 to refurbish a vacant property 
for occupation as their principal private residence, including the 
conversion of a derelict property which has not been used for residential 
purposes before now.

The new Croí Cónaithe (Towns) Fund 
of €50 million will be delivered 
through local authorities to 
provide grant aid to first-time 

buyers to support the refurbishment of 
vacant properties, with priority given to 
applications in areas where there is a high 
level of vacancy or dereliction.
      At the launch of the scheme in July, 
Minister for Housing, Local Government 
and Heritage, Darragh O'Brien TD, 
described the Croí Cónaithe Fund as 
“another key delivery milestone in the 
Government’s Housing for All plan and 
supporting home ownership”. He added 
that he was also intent on “extending 
the scheme further into city areas with 
high vacancy or dereliction in the coming 
months”.
      Where the refurbishment costs are 
expected to exceed the standard grant of 
up to €30,000, a maximum top-up grant 
amount of up to €20,000 will be available 
for derelict properties (i.e. structurally 
unsound and dangerous), bringing the total 
grant available for a derelict property up to 

a maximum of €50,000. 
      In the case of a top-up grant in respect 
of a derelict property, an independent 
report prepared by an appropriately 
qualified professional, such as a quantity 
surveyor or engineer, is required to be 
submitted along with the application 
confirming that the property is derelict.
      Those applying for the grant will be 
required to confirm on the application 
form if they are applying for the vacant 
property refurbishment grant alone, or 
the vacant property refurbishment grant 
including the derelict property top-up 
grant.
      Properties considered for inclusion 
must be vacant for two years or more and 
built before 1993. For the purposes of this 
scheme, a property is deemed to be vacant 
if it has been vacant and unoccupied for a 
period of two years or more. 
      Confirmation of vacancy can be 
validated and verified using, for example, 
utility bills which can help determine 
vacancy periods (pattern of usage or 
disconnection) or such other proofs as 

are available to the satisfaction of the 
local authority. Confirmation of vacancy 
must be validated and verified by the local 
authority prior to grant approval.

SEAI BETTER ENERGY HOME SCHEME
An SEAI Better Energy Home Scheme 
Grant, which will cover works of up to 
€26,750, may be available in combination 
with this grant. The local authority must 
satisfy itself that proposed works are not 
claimed for under any other grant.
      Proof of both vacancy and ownership 
will be required to support the grant 
payment. In terms of ownership, it is 
a matter for the applicant to confirm 
ownership with the local authority. 
      A local authority may give approval, 
in principle, to a grant application – the 
applicant must provide evidence of active 
negotiations to purchase a property, such 
has confirmation of engagement from 
the estate agency or property owner and 
where the owner provides such evidence 
as to vacancy as is required under the 
scheme on behalf of the applicant. 

The total grant aid available for a derelict property (deemed to be structurally unsound and dangerous) will be €50,000.
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For further information visit www.gov.
ie/en/publication/c2183-croi-conaithe-
towns-fund/

Pictured at the launch of the new grant scheme on 14 July (l-r): Minister of State 
with responsibility for Local Government and Planning Peter Burke, An Taoiseach 
Micheál Martin, Minister for Housing, Local Government and Heritage, Darragh 
O'Brien, and Minister of State for Heritage and Electoral Reform, Malcolm 
Noonan.
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      Such approval, in principle, shall not 
be confirmed as approval in full until 
ownership has transferred to the applicant 
and no drawdown may take place until 
such ownership has been confirmed to the 
satisfaction of the local authority.

‘OUR RURAL FUTURE’ POLICY
On welcoming the announcement, 
Minister for Rural and Community 
Development, Heather Humphreys TD, 
has described it as a “hugely important 
scheme” for individuals and families 
throughout the country who are trying to 
secure a home. 
      Minister Humphreys added that 
it would also play “a decisive role 
in addressing the issue of vacancy 
and dereliction facing many rural 
communities”. The Minister noted that 
by supporting people to renovate vacant 
properties through this new fund, “we not 
only support more people to live, work 
and raise families in rural areas, but we 
also revitalise these areas for everyone’s 
benefit”.
      This scheme follows a commitment 
under the national rural development 
policy ‘Our Rural Future’ for the period 
2021-2025 to introduce new supports 
and incentives for the refurbishment 
of vacant properties, and directly 
complements other supports provided by 
the Department of Rural and Community 
Development. 
      These supports include the new 
2022 Building Acquisition Measure, 
which provides up to €400,000 to each 

PLANNING INSTITUTE WELCOMES 
DETAILS OF CROÍ CÓNAITHE TOWNS 
FUND 
Welcoming the announcement of 
details of the Croí Cónaithe (Towns) 
Fund, President of the Irish Planning 
Institute (IPI), Mary MacMahon said: 
“The sustainable delivery of housing 
is an urgent priority, and the re-use 
and renovation of derelict and vacant 
properties in our towns and villages is 
a key part of this. 
      “This scheme can revitalise towns 
and villages which is essential to 
addressing the housing crisis, but also 
supports sustainable development, 
rural regeneration, social inclusion 
and climate action, bringing people 
back to live in towns and villages 
where services are available.

      “Strengthening and regenerating 
our towns and villages will ensure 
more balanced and sustainable 
regional development, with more 
opportunities away from our large 
cities. We also welcome the intention 
to expand the scheme in future to 
provide serviced sites for new homes, 
which will provide further alternatives 
to one-off rural housing. We hope 
local authorities, and their new 
Vacant Homes Officers, are properly 
resourced to make the scheme a 
success.”

“We hope local authorities, and 
their new Vacant Homes Officers, 
are properly resourced to make 
the scheme a success” – Mary Mac 
Mahon, IPI President

local authority to purchase vacant and 
derelict buildings for future development 
as community assets. It also includes 
the broader Town and Village Renewal 
Scheme, which is designed to rejuvenate 
small rural towns and villages throughout 
Ireland.
      The government’s ‘Our Rural Future’ 
policy for rural Ireland will seek to 
implement 161 measures up to 2025 
across a range of government departments 
and agencies.


